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Natural Sciences and Mathematics




  
Recruiting, developing, and retaining a                             new generation of math, science teachers.

Information for STEP 1 and STEP 2 Mentor Teachers

To help fulfill its goal of producing highly qualified STEM teachers, the UTeach Dallas program will rely on the expertise of many excellent teachers in local Independent School Districts.

Throughout the UTeach Dallas program, most of the professional development courses require the placement of our students in an active classroom. In the first two courses, STEP 1 and STEP 2, this experience is intended not only to provide the students with practical teaching experience, but also the opportunity to evaluate the teaching profession.

As students progress through the program they will move from upper elementary classrooms through middle school, with their experience progressing up to high school.
In their final semester, every attempt will be made to place each student in a setting resembling the grade level and area they hope to teach.

With students eventually in multiple UTeach Dallas courses, the program will rely very heavily on the partnerships it creates with our cooperating teachers.
Mentor teachers will receive a stipend per each student mentored.

Mentor Teacher Qualifications and Responsibilities

STEP 1 – Elementary mentors (Math or science with a preference for science)
· Elementary mentor teachers should be experienced classroom teachers—preferably with more than three years of teaching experience.

· They must have well-managed classrooms that do not present behavior or control issues. 

· Mentors will initially need coaching about the needs of the STEP 1 students with whom they will work. UTeach Dallas will host a “mentor meeting” for all mentor teachers and have mentor teachers sign a contract stating that they will remain in the classroom when their UTeach students are teaching and that they will assist with discipline.

· UTeach Dallas students will make 2 observations and teach 2-3 lessons.

· Mentors will pre-approve lesson plans, respond to UTeach Dallas students, and provide written feedback at the end of each lesson and work with the student or pair of students to help them improve their teaching abilities as the semester progresses.
· The ideal placement is one team per mentor teacher, but experienced mentors may take more than one team.
STEP 2 – Middle school mentors (Math, Computer Science, or Science)
· The ideal placement is one team per mentor teacher, but experienced mentors may take more than one team.
· UTeach Dallas students make 2 observations and teach 2-3 lessons.
· STEP 2 requires a more sustained relationship between the students and their mentor teachers than does STEP 1.

· Mentor teachers will review and approve lesson plans in advance of the lessons and provide oral and formal written feedback to their STEP 2 team at the end of each lesson. STEP 2 students will be responsible for submitting the feedback form to the master teacher at the next class session. 

· Mentor teachers will provide a final evaluation of the students’ progress.

· Mentor teachers will need to possess a minimal level of technology expertise to be effective mentors who can offer support help to UTeach Dallas students when they teach a technology-based lesson.

· UTeach Dallas master teachers and teaching colleagues will observe the lessons and offer constructive feedback that lead to revision of the lessons.
                                                  
For more information, contact: Katie Donaldson, 972-883-6427
